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Abstract 

This paper is on the deductive way of estimating the population percentage of 

different groups Exiting in the population. This was developed and presented 

as it will be easy and give more relevant estimation and need ofs the 

government of Andhra Pradesh, India for ready reference. It is based on 

census reports and earlier reports of different commissions appointed by the 

State and Central Governments. In this paper estimating percentage of one 

particular important population group in Andhra Pradesh was estimated by the 

deductive approach mentioned. 

Keywords: Population percentage, Census, SC, ST, BC and OC population, 

Characteristics of Backwardness. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: 

Government of Andhra Pradesh want to know whether a particular group/caste exiting 

in the newly formed state of Andhra Pradesh is possessing backward class 

characteristics or not. This information will help the administration to recommend that 

caste to be included in the list of Backward Classes or not. Since majority of these 

characteristics are directly or indirectly dependent on the percentage of population 

exiting in the State of Andhra Pradesh, this method was suggested as there is an 

urgent need of knowing the percentage of different population groups become 

necessary, which was not available earlier. Hence this paper was developed for 

finding the estimated population Percentages of the group/caste that was in need. 
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After bifurcation of the combined Andhra Pradesh, newly formed Andhra Pradesh 

was formed in 2014 consists of 13 districts namely Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, 

Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Prakasam, Nellore, 

Chittoor, Kadapa, Kurnool and Anantapur. As per the 2011 census total population 

was identified as 49386799 out of which 8445398 were SCs and 2631145 were STs. 

That is 17.10 percent of the total population is SCs and 5.33 percent of the total 

population is STs. But for different reasons Government needs to know further 

classification of population based on caste and social status. But due to unknown 

reasons that information was not available even to the government agencies as well as 

common public. 

But in recent past Andhra Pradesh Government has appointed one Commission 

namely Manjunath Commission for the purpose of identifying some caste to be 

included in the list of Backward Classes especially one particular Caste namely Kapu 

(Kapu, Telaga, Balija and Ontari in Andhra Pradesh), who are presently not in the 

listed Backward Classes. Here the actual problem is that how to establish backward 

ness of a community.  

 

2. CHARACTERISTICS IDENTIFIED FOR BACKYARD CLASSES: 

The Mandal Commission (1980-1990) adopted various methods and techniques to 

collect the necessary data and evidence. To identify who qualified as an "other 

backward class (OBC)," the commission identified different criteria which could be 

grouped under three major headings namely social, educational and economic.  

 

2.1 Social: Castes/classes considered as socially backward by others if they possess 

the following characteristics. 

1) Castes/classes which mainly depend on manual labor for their livelihood, 

2) Castes/classes where at least 25 per cent females and 10 per cent males above 

the state average get married at an age below 17 years in rural areas and at 

least 10 per cent females and 5 per cent males do so in urban areas. 

3) Castes/classes where participation of females in work is at least 2 per cent and 

above the state average. 

 

2.2 Educational: Castes/classes considered as Educationally backward by others if 

they possess the following characteristics. 

1) Castes/classes where the number of children in the age group of 5–15 years 

who never attended school is at least 25 per cent above the state average. 

2) Castes/classes when the rate of student drop-out in the age group of 5–15 

years is at least 25 per cent above the state average, 

3) Castes/classes amongst whom the proportion of matriculates is at least 25 per 

cent below the state average, 
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2.3 Economic: Castes/classes where the average value of family assets is at least 25 

per cent below the state average, 

1) Castes/classes where the number of families living in kuccha houses is at least 

25 per cent above the state average, 

2) Castes/classes where the source of drinking water is beyond half a kilometer 

for more than 50 per cent of the households, 

3) Castes/classes where the number of households having taken consumption 

loans is at least 25 per cent above the state average. 

 

2.4 Weighting indicators: As the above three groups are not of equal importance for 

the purpose, separate weightage was given to indicators in each group. All the Social 

indicators were given a weightage of 3 points each, educational indicators were given 

a weightage of 2 points each and economic indicators were given a weightage of 1 

point each. Economic, in addition to Social and Educational Indicators, were 

considered important as they directly flowed from social and educational 

backwardness. This also helped to highlight the fact that socially and educationally 

backward classes are economically backward also. 

 

2.5 Other Commissions reports: In addition to the above other sociologists and 

other Backward Class Commissions appointed by the Government from time to time 

like K N Anantharaman Commission, Muralidhar Rao Commission. Puttuswamy 

commission, National BC Commission identified some more criteria for inclusion in 

the Backward Classes list. Following are some of the important criteria that 

communities should possess for getting the Backwardness status. 

1) Communities are not allowed to enter into the houses of the affluent people. 

That is one-way untouchables and nomadic, seminomadic and vimukthijatis. 

2) Communities moving from one place to another place for the sake of earning 

food 

3) Communities depending on profession like weaving, goldsmith, today tapping 

etc., 

4) SCs converted to Christianity   

5) Social customs of divorce and remarriage among their women. 

6) Women in their community should go to agricultural and other labor works 

and helping the family in their agricultural works.  

7) The less education levels among them.  

8) Less representation of their community in positions like people’s 

representatives (MLAs, MPs, ZP Chairmen, Municipal chairmen, Councilors, 

ZPTC members etc.,), IAS, IPS, Group I, II officers, Vice Chancellors, 

Executive members of the universities, Professors, Associate Professors, 
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Assistant Professors in the Universities (both private and government), 

Scientists. Less in the sense that less than their population share in the total 

population etc. 

9) Castes which are Culturally backward. 

10) Communities in which Child labor exists.  

For testing whether the characteristics that are mentioned above, in majority of the 

cases proportional to population of different compositions of the population 

(Groups/Castes) is required, which are not generally available. 

This paper is to concentrate on estimation of percent population belongs to different 

groups based on different casts and social status.  

 

3. ESTIMATE OF POPULATION PERCENTAGE OF DIFFERENT 

COMPONENTS OF POPULATION IN AP: 

After bifurcation of the States the newly formed residual Andhra Pradesh remains 

with only 13 districts. The population figure as per Census 2011 are presented in  

table 1. 

 

Table 1. Distribution of District Population of AP and SC and ST population 

according to 2011 census 

District Population 2011 

census 

Population 2011 

census 

 

Percentage of population to 

Total 

 

SC ST SC ST 

Srikakulam 2703114 255664 166118 9.4581 6.1454 

Vizagapatam 2344474 247728 235556 10.5664 10.0472 

Visakhapatnam 4290589 329486 618500 7.6792 14.4152 

East Godavari 5154296 945269 213195 18.3394 4.1362 

West Godavari 3936966 811698 109072 20.6173 2.7704 

Krishna 4517398 871063 132464 19.2824 2.9323 

Guntur 4887813 957407 247089 19.5876 5.0552 

Prakasam 3397448 787861 151145 23.1897 4.4487 

Nellore 2963557 666588 285997 22.4928 9.6504 

Chittur 4174064 785760 159165 18.8248 3.8131 

Kadapa 2882469 465794 75886 16.1595 2.6326 

Karnool 4053463 737945 82831 18.2052 2.0434 

Ananthapur 4081148 583135 154127 14.2885 3.7765 

Total AP 49386799 8445398 2631145 17.1005 5.3276 
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As per Census 2011, Hindus consisting of 88.5%, Muslims 9.6% and others 1.9%. 

Out of 88.5% Hindus SC Population of Andhra Pradesh is 17.1% and ST population 

of Andhra Pradesh is 5.3%. (From Table 1)  

Therefore, AP Hindu Population percentage in total population other than SC and ST 

are 88.5-17.1-5.3=66.1% 

A small overlapping between Muslims and Muslims in BCs, but can be ignored as it 

is very small. An SC candidate whose religion was changed to Christian Religion will 

come under B.C- ‘C’. Religious converts from other castes in Hindus is also very 

negligible and they will be treated under the changed religion only. 

In the absence of a credible survey on Back ward classes, Andhra Pradesh has been 

relying on data called from four sources namely (a) the caste-wise census of 1931; (b) 

the Mandal Commission report (c) the Socio-Educational Economic Survey of Castes 

& Communities of Andhra Pradesh (SEESCCAP); and (d) a multi-purpose household 

survey to enumerate persons eligible for ration cards. The SEESCCAP, though 

inconclusive in the end, was commissioned in 1994 to survey the entire population 

and compare the relative progress of various communities and determine the actual 

percentage of the BC population in Andhra Pradesh, assumed to be 52 per cent. Some 

organization claim that it is more that and some claim that it is only 48%. On the 

average, it is estimated that BC population is 50%. 

The Total population other than SC, ST and BC= 66.1-50=16.1% 

 That is 16.1 % are castes consists of Kapus, Kshatriyas, Brahmins, Vysyas, Reddys, 

Kammas, Velamas, etc. This clearly show that the Kapus (including Kapus, Balijas, 

Ontari, Telaga in OC category) who   are aspiring for social backwardness cannot 

exceed 8%(Fifty percent of the population other than SC, ST and BCs of the AP) as it 

covers in all most all districts and some district like east and west Godavari and 

Krishna districts were dominated by Kapus. May be in some districts they are 

represented in good number, but state as whole cannot be more than 8%. (Excluding 

toorpu Kapus and Gajula Kapus who are already included in the list of BCs). 

Similarly, one can get a rough estimate, which is sufficient for administrative purpose 

for all the renaming castes and total of all of them cannot be more than 8 percent. 

 

4. UTILITY OF PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION: 

The type of estimation given in section 3, will help in getting an approximate 

percentage of different groups based on castes in Andhra Pradesh and in many 

situations this rough estimation will suffice to serve the purpose. In this contest, once 

the percentage of population was estimated it is obvious to see whether a particular 

group / caste is socially, politically and educationally backward or not, by comparing 

this percent with other percentages of representation of that group/caste (easily 

available) in education, occupation of different administrative position and possessing 

honors like IAS, IPS etc., representation in people’s representatives like MPs, MLAs, 

MLCs etc. Percentage of representation in the services like  IAS, IPS officers, High 

Court Judges  and other judiciary officers,  Central Service Officers, Professors and 
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other Teaching and Research personals  in the universities, colleges  and other 

research institutes, Group I , Group II and Group III officers in the government, both 

Central and State Government contractors, Owners of Educational institutes, Real 

estate businessmen, Executive Council members to various Universities nominated by 

the Government of Andhra Pradesh  are also to be compared with the population 

percentage of that group/ caste in deciding the backward class nature of that group/ 

caste. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Hence the above deductive method was suggested by taking one community as 

example for estimating their percentage in total population. This was presented with a 

special reference to the present-day problem facing by the Government/ related 

organizations. The estimated proportion will suffice the need of the administrator. 
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