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1. Introduction 
Tribal economy is intimately connected with the forests. For centuries the tribal have 
lived in the fringes of forests and depended entirely on forests for their livelihood. 
Even today, forest products continue to him the main source of income and sustenance 
for many tribal communities. These communities live in abject poverty having very 
little access to capital assets, health and educational facilities and hardly any protection 
against vagaries of nature.  

 
 

2. Education and Health in Tribals 
As per 2001 census, the literacy rate among tribals (47.10 per cent) is found to be far 
below the overall literacy of the country (64.84 per cent). The female literacy rate 
among tribals is far lower (34.76 per cent) as compared to overall female literacy for 
the country (53.67 per cent). However, the significant point is the increase in total as 
well as female literacy among tribals, though still at lower pace as compared to the 
overall population for the country. The development of health facilities for scheduled 
tribe got impetus through successive plans. The primary health centers (PHC) health 
sub centers (HSC) and ICDS project established in tribal areas are indicators of 
extension of medical services to the tribals. The medical facilities though not adequate 
are hardly used by tribals living in isolated villages and hamlets. 
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3. Objective of the Study 
The main objective of present study is to discuss the education and health status of 
tribals in Andhra Pradesh 

 
 

4. Tools Used in the Study 
The study has used simple quantitative techniques such as percentages, simple and 
compound growth rates were used for analyzing the data. 

 
 

5. Data and Methodology 
The study is based on the secondary data. The secondary data have been collected from 
the published documents, such as Five Year Plan documents of both India and Andhra 
Pradesh; Statistical abstract of India and A.P. Records of Tribal Welfare Department, 
Anantapur District of Andhra Pradesh.  

 
 

6. Analysis 
The Education and health status of the tribal economy of Andhra Pradesh can be 
explained with the help of statistical information relating to the tribes in Andhra 
Pradesh. The demographic statistics of scheduled tribes in India and Andhra Pradesh 
state are presented in the following Table .1  

 
 

Table 1: Demographic Statistics of Scheduled Tribes in India and  
Andhra Pradesh in 1991 and 2001 

 
S. 
No 

State Total 
populatio
n 

S.T. population Decadal 
Growth 
rate 

%of STs in 
the state to 
total state 
population 

% of STs 
in the 
State to 
total ST 
population 

1991 2001 

1 India 10286103
28 

677583
80 

84326240 24.45 8.2 – 

2 Andhra 
Pradesh 

76210007 419948
1 

5024104 19.64 6.6 5.99 

Source: Census Report of India,2001 
 

The decadal growth rates of ST and general population from 1961 to 2001 both in 
the Indian economy and in AP state are presented in the following Table 2.  
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Table 2: Literacy rates of scheduled tribes in Andhra Pradesh(From 1961 to 2001) 
 

S. 
No 

Year General Population Scheduled Tribes 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1 1961 30.19 12.03 21.19 7.26 1.48 4.41 
2 1971 33.18 15.75 24.57 8.47 2.12 5.34 
3 1981 24.59 20.39 29.94 12.02 3.46 7.82 
4 1991 55.13 32.72 44.09 25.25 8.68 17.16 
5 2001 70.32 50.43 60.47 47.66 26.11 37.04 

Source: Census Reports of India, 1961–2001.  
 
From the table it can be noticed that the literacy rates of tribes in AP during 

different period census are recorded very low. However, the female and male literacy 
rates of the tribes are showing a little bit improvement during last two periods. Still the 
female literacy rates of the tribes are recorded very low when compared to male 
literacy rates. The state of low female literacy rates of tribes in Andhra Pradesh 
necessitates the further intensification of female literacy programmes in the agency 
areas of Andhra Pradesh.  

 
 

7. District wise and literacy rates of Scheduled Tribes of Andhra 
Pradesh 

There are wide variations observed with regarded to literacy rate among the tribes of 
Andhra Pradesh. Literacy rate among the male and female tribes at the state level is 
respectively 47.66 per cent and 26.11 percent. The aggregate percentage of literacy 
rate for their tribes at the state level is slightly our 37 per cent. This is very low when 
compared to literacy rate among male and female at the state level. Hyderabad district 
ranks the first in respect of having highest percentage of tribes in the state 55.38 per 
cent of tribes are literates while Mahaboob Nagar accounts for the lowest percentage 
of literates among the tribes. It is pathetic note that only 33.33 per cent of the female 
are literates in Mahaboob Nagar district. 

 
 

Table 3: Educational levels of Scheduled Tribes in Andhra Pradesh 
 

S. 
No 

Education levels Males Females Total % 

1 Literate without Educational level 57799 39761 97560 6.33 
2 Below Primary 382343 265371 647714 42.03 
3 Primary 292475 144578 437053 28.36 
4 Middle 94867 36680 131547 8.54 
5 Secondary 96237 31380 127617 8.28 
6 Higher Secondary/Intermediate 49140 12673 61813 4.01 
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7 Non–technical diploma 599 98 697 0.05 
8 Technical diploma 8429 727 9156 0.59 
9 Graduate and above 23992 3999 27991 1.82 
 Total literates 1005881 535267 1541148 30.68 
 Total Illiterates 1542348 1940479 3482827 69.32 
 Total 2548229 2475746 5023975 100.00 

Source: Census Report of India, 2001 
 
 

8. District wise number of Govt. Primary schools for Scheduled 
Tribes and their strength in Andhra Pradesh 

There are 150 tribals primary schools in Andhra Pradesh. 72 per cent of primary school 
has been located in four districts in the order of Adilabad, Vishakhapatnam, 
Khammam and Vijayanagaram. The four districts account for nearly 80 per cent of 
primary schools students of the tribals. Five districts: west Godavari, Guntur, 
Prakasam, Chittoor and Nellore each account for less than one per cent of the total size 
of the primary school students. The total numbers of primary school students are 
94355 in 3153 schools. There is to say on an average 30 students per school in 13 
tribal districts of Andhra Pradesh.  

 
 

9. District wise Ashram schools and Hostels for Scheduled Tribes in 
Andhra Pradesh (2006–07) 

The government has provided good education infrastructure for the upliftment of tribes 
in Andhra Pradesh. There are 599 Ashram schools spread over 21 districts in the state. 
Similarly all the 23 districts in A.P have hostels for scheduled tribe students in the 
state. The total numbers of hostels for scheduled tribe students are 441 by end of 
March 2007. There are five districts in order of; Adilabad, Vishakhapatnam, 
Khammam, East Godavari, Vijayanagaram are tribal concentrated once which together 
accounts for 67 per cent of the Ashrama schools in Andhra Pradesh. The two districts 
in the state Hyderabad and Kadapa unrepresented once with regard to Ashrama 
schools. Hyderabad district has such as only less than one per cent of the total 
population of Andhra Pradesh while in case of Kadapa slightly over two per cent tribal 
population of the district. Hence, there is no need to establish Ashrama schools in two 
districts.  

 
 

10. Dropout Rates of Scheduled Tribes in Andhra Pradesh (2005–06) 
Owing to lack of awareness on the part of the parents children do not maintain regular 
school going habits by their wards. As such 50 per cent of the students from the class 
4th to 5th are drop out. Highest number of dropout are recovered in case of Medak 
where drop our rate of student in around 70 per cent and surprisingly in Medak district 
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more than 73 per cent of girls dropout rate has been recorded. It is heartening to state 
Vizayanagaram district accounts for lowest percentage of drop out of tribals both boys 
and girls. The dropout rate in the case of students from class I–VIII is 75 per cent for 
the year 2005–06. it is significant state that nearly 78 per cent dropout rate has been 
observed in case of girls students. The Mahaboobnagar district stands first in respect of 
highest dropout rate of 87 per cent. Here again more than 90 per cent of girls drop out 
and 83 percent of the boys dropout has been observed during the same year. The high 
dropout rate clearly mirrors the lack of awareness about the fruits of education about 
the scheduled tribe boys and girls. 
 

Table4: ITDA wise Number of Medical Institutions Available in Tribal Areas in 
Andhra Pradesh (as on May 2007) 

 

S. 
No 

ITDA Existing Institutions 
PHC
s 

Sub–
centers 

MM 
units 

CHC
s 

No. of 
Dispensaries 

Total 

1 Seetampeta 28 38 1 1 1 69 
2 Parvatipuam 18 88 4 2 1 113 
3 Paderu 32 164 6 4 7 213 
4 R.C. Puram 17 90 1 3 4 115 
5 K.R. Puram 8 51 3 2 0 64 
6 Bhadrachalam 54 279 6 13 3 355 
7 Eturunagaram 13 115 1 1 0 130 
8 Utnoor 34 150 4 4 2 194 
9 Srisailam 40 37 1 2 0 80 
 Total 244 1012 27 32 18 1333 

Source: Office of Directorate of Tribal Welfare, Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad 
 
Medical institutions made available in 9 places; Seetampeta, Parvatipuam, Paderu, 

R.C. Puram, K.R. Puram, Bhadrachalam, Eturunagaram, Utnoor, Srisailam to provide 
medical facilities to tribes in ITDA are of Andhra Pradesh. Nearly 17lakh people are 
living in ITDA area and 244 primary health centers serving these people on an average 
one PHC for 7000 tribal population. Apart from this there are about 1012 sub centers, 
27 MM units, 32 CHCs and 18 dispensaries. In all these units 1333 medical personnel 
work as on may 2007 in Andhra Pradesh.  

 
Table 5: ITDA wise Community Health Workers (CHWs) in Andhra Pradesh 
 

S. No ITDA No. of Habitations CHWs 
1 Seetampeta 1164 348 
2 Parvatipuam 1161 468 
3 Paderu 3419 3200 
4 R.C. Puram 784 619 
5 K.R. Puram 230 102 
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6 Bhadrachalam 2323 2209 
7 Eturunagaram 396 254 
8 Utnoor 1725 1000 
9 Srisailam 338 300 
 Total 11540 8500 
Source: Office of the Directorate of Tribal Welfare, Hyderabad 
 

There are 8550 community health workers serving 11,540 habitations in the ITDA 
area that is to say 4 community health workers for every three habitations in the ITDA 
area. 

 
 

11. Conclusions 
It noticed that the literacy rates of tribes in Andhra Pradesh during different period 
census are recorded very low. However, the female and male literacy rates of the tribes 
are showing a little bit improvement during last two periods. Still the female literacy 
rates of the tribes are recorded very low when compared to male literacy rates. The 
state of low female literacy rates of tribes in Andhra Pradesh necessitates the further 
intensification of female literacy programmes in the agency areas of Andhra Pradesh. 
Literacy rate among the male and female tribes at the state level is respectively 47.66 
% and 26.11%. Over 70% of the tribal literates fall in the categorizing or below 
primary and primary level of education. While 8 % each covered under middle and 
secondary level of education. 72% of primary school has been located in four districts 
in the order of Adilabad, Vishakhapatnam, Khammam and Vijayanagaram. The four 
districts account for nearly 80% of primary schools students of the tribals. The 
government has provided good education infrastructure for the upliftment of tribes in 
Andhra Pradesh. The dropout rate in the case of students from class I–VIII is 75 % for 
the year 2005–06. It is significant note that nearly 78% dropout rate has been observed 
in case of girls students. The Mahaboob Nagar district stands first in respect of highest 
dropout rate of 87%. The high dropout rate clearly mirrors the lack of awareness about 
the fruits of education about the scheduled tribe boys and girls. In medical institutions 
made available in 9 places to provide medical facilities to tribes in ITDA of Andhra 
Pradesh. Nearly 17 lakh people are living in ITDA area and 244 primary health centers 
serving these people on an average one PHC for 7000 tribal population. 
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