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Statement of the problem 

For this study the researcher  selects one industrially develop town i.e.Duliajan which 

is situated in Dibrugarh district of Asaam.The town is located about 50km east of 

Dibrugarh city. The establishment of Duliajan OIL Town may be said to have brought 

about an era of petroleum industries in the district of Lakhimpur which then 

comprised the present district of Dibrugarh and  Tinsukia on the south bank and 

Lakhimpur and Dhemaji on the north bank of the Brahmaputra. Since establishment 

,this fast growing town has been playing a vital role in the state’s as well as country’s 

economy. 

Duliajan is well linked to the cities and towns of the state and also to the rest of the 

country. The closet airport of Duliajan is Mohanbari and also has a railway station for 

transportation within Assam and rest of the country. Road transport is another 

important backbone for the town to connect with the rest of the state. Easily 

accessible by road by a branch off(50km) from national highway NH-37,Duliajan is 

also well connected to the nearest district headquarters of Tinsukia and Dibrugarh. 

Buses both private and ASTC on a daily basis ply to Guwahati,Nagaon, Jorhat, 

Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and parts of Arunachal Pradesh.  

According to 2001 census, Duliajan had a population of 23,763. Male had 53% 

population and female constitute 47%. In Duliajan ,literacy rate is of 84%, male 

literacy rate is 87% and female literacy rate is 80%. According to 2011 census, 

Duliajan has a population of 28,626. Generally it has noticed that women and girls are 
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deprived of education in our society. Most of them have entered early marriage ,some 

of them could not afford fees, less interest of women and girls education of the family 

members etc.  In Duliajan there are different levels of educated women and girls. 

Some of them have been engaged in different services like teachers, oil employees, 

bank employees, government and private offices, self business ,etc. A large portion of 

women and girls have opt to achieve higher education through open and distance 

learning. Perhaps, through this education system they try to achieve career 

opportunities ,attain to more degrees for satisfaction, compelled dropout and leads to 

empowerment of women and girls. For these reasons, researcher chooses this subject. 

Hope, after the completion of  the study, it would  be provide a fruitful result, and also  

helpful to further prospect. 

 

Objectives of the study-  

These are objectives of the study 

1. To find out relation between ODL and, married working women and girls in 

this area. 

2. To find out – empowering of married working women and girls through ODL 

3. To find out- Is ODL able to fulfill their( women and girls) longing desire? 

4. To find out co-relation between higher education and social position of 

married working women and girls in this area. 

 

Review of literature  

Effects of open and distance learning on women and girls, there are so many articles, 

seminar papers and books, and  most of them explained both positive and negative 

aspects of the society. In this context, we can say about   “Distance Education”-

written by  Michael Corry, where the author try to establish distance learning 

programmes that effectively serve the needs of students who have not access to the 

campus. The books examines issues surrounding development ,implementation, 

women empowerment, time management, teachers training and other important 

aspects of distance education. Similarly, “ Relevance of Distance  Education”-by 

Shashi Khanna has explained everything about distance education and its benefits 

about which may peoples are unaware. It facilitates people of any age group(men 

,women and girls) to fulfill their academic aspirations while in job. Another important 

book is “Women and Distance Education”- Von Prummer & Prummer, here the 

author provides valuable insights of women in distance education  around the world. 

A wide variety of evidence from different countries supports the conclusion that open 

and distance learning has the potential to provide equal opportunities in higher and 

continuing education and that these are currently being missed. The author provides 

conclusive evidence that distance education, while involving a degree of risk to the 

stability of families and relationships, etc., nevertheless offers women a chance 

which, on balance, is worth taking. The author says  that it is up to distance education 

policy makers to provide a framework for women students which will limit the risks 
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and maximize the opportunities. There are also many books and the journals which 

are related with the topic. These are “ Women empowerment and Rural Development- 

by”  J.A.Majasan, “Women Education in India” – by P. Chaudry, New Delhi, “ 

Empowering Women through Distance Learning in India” – by  D. Janki, “Problems 

of Women Students in Distance Education in India” – by  Rathore(1996) , Indian 

Journal of Open Learning , and many more. Most of them discussed about their views 

and limitation . But through this study, the researcher try to establish a new track in 

this context. 

 

Hypothesis-  

A  hypothesis is a tentative statement, the validity of which remains to be tested. In 

this study, our hypothesis is that open and distance learning positively helpful to 

married working women and girls which provide empowering and continuing their 

education. 

 

Research Methodology-  

In this study , the researcher try to give a notion of relationship between ODL  and 

married working women and girls in Duliajan Oil town which is one of the most 

important place in India. For this project, sources would be both primary and 

secondary forms. Active working purpose, primary data will collect through interview 

schedule, survey method and field observation method. Here respondents will be 

selected on random basis. For secondary data, sources come from census report,  news 

papers and magazine etc. After gathering the raw data, they are analyzed on 

arithmetic and statistical tools. 
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