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Abstract 

Dibrugarh town is one of the major town in Assam. It is situated in Dibrugarh 

district of Assam. In the town of Dibrugarh there are different groups of 

people like Assamese, Bengali, Hindi-bhasi, Tea community and so on. They 

have maintained good relation among them. But, the people of this town face 

many problems. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The town of Dibrugarh is one of the major place in North –East India. In this town, 

there are different religious groups, language groups and cultural group. The town of 

Dibrugarh has dominated by Hindu community, followed by Islam, Jain and Christian 

and other groups.  

In this town it has noticed that there are Assamese, Bengali,Hindi-bhasi, Rajasthani, 

Punjabi, South Indian and Tea Community people. Majority of the people belonged to 

Assamese Community, followed by Bengali, Hindi-bhasi  and others. From the above, 

it has been seen that Dibrugarh is a multi-lingual town. Similarly, each and every 

community have maintain their own believes and rituals, customs and traditions etc. 

But at the time of Durga puja, most of them are involved and do not hesitated to co-

operate. Then, during the time of Bihu, all of the people of the town have joined to 

celebrate the function. Similarly, at the time of  Ed, many Hindu people have gone to 

Muslim house for celebrating the festival. From the above, it has been observed that 

these cultural assimilation amongst the people are very peacefully survived.  
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A Brief Analysis  

Socially North-East region is characterized by intermingling of different racial, 

linguistic and cultural groups. The region is inhabited by as many as 200 tribal groups 

besides non-tribal groups like Assamese, Bengalis, Nepalis and others from Northern 

and Southern part of the country. Almost all the tribes bear Mongoloid characteristics 

and speak Tibeto-Burman language, except the Khasis of Meghalaya who 

linguistically belong to Austro-Asiatic group. Not only Assam, North-East is one of 

the least urbanized region of India. In the town of Dibrugarh, we have seen different 

type of linguistic groups. They speak Assamese language, followed by Hindi and 

Bengali respectively. Similarly, the major religious groups in Dibrugarh are the Hindu 

and the Muslim  respectively. This could be shown through the following pie diagram 

which is given in that picture:- 

                                             

 

Figure No. 01 

 

There is also another interesting point that here caste system is not rigid as compared 

with other place of district. In this town, caste system is very flexible in nature. There 

has no bar in inter-caste marriage.  Today, due to urbanization this rigidity has 

changed and there has no bar in marriage.  Not only marriage, due to influence of 

urbanization there has rapid changed in occupation, in social inter-course, food-habits 

etc. In the town of Dibrugarh, it has been noticed that the people are basically 

engaged in business and services. So, social status and reputation has come out 

person’s hard labour, efficiency, quality, experience, not from caste basis. 

In an urban centre, achieve status is more important rather than ascribe status. 

Example: Today, a reputed   businessman, a doctor, or an engineer have become 

popular due to their hard labour or their qualities. “Urbanization has contributed to the 

increase occupational mobility and disorganization of joint family at least structurally, 
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new system of stratification based on achievement rather than ascription has 

emerged.” The town of Dibrugarh is very popular and well-developed in North-

Eastern region. There has the country’s oldest medical college, one university, Radio 

and Doordarshan Kendra, one railway workshop, large numbers of schools and 

colleges etc. There are also district court, several banks and some apartmental offices. 

It is also popular as a trade and commerce centre. So , there have multi-religious 

people and majority of them belonged to different parts of the state. There are also 

some people who came from West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana 

and some of come from South India. Most of them are engaged in business and lots of 

them in services. From the very beginning, during the British rule people came to the 

district for different purposes. The Tea garden community came to the place as the 

garden workers who now have great influence on the demographic scenario of the 

district. Besides the local tribes and communities, there are a lots of people from other 

parts of the country and abroad from Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

The city life of the people are different from the rural people. The city people alerts 

the family relations. The parents as well as the children are thrown out of the family 

to seek recreation and entertainment. In the town of Dibrugarh, it has been observed 

that both men and women are educated and have got equal status in the society. 

Today, a woman in a town no longer depends on her husband and the women also try 

to be self-dependent. So, they can be easily to divorce. In the past, in Hindu society 

the marriage was regarded as religious sacrament and it also believed as bliss of God. 

But today, this opinion has changed. Today, marriage is dependent on mutual 

obligation. From the study, it has also noticed that urbanization has influenced the 

attitude of the people towards women, their education and employment and their role 

in discipline children. 

 

PROBLEMS AND CONCLUSION 

Today, we have seen changing religious view of the people. Lack of deep faith, more 

materialistic relation, have changed life of the people in urban area.  The process of 

urbanization has been taking place continuously in the district of Dibrugarh. It has 

created good as well as bad impact for the life of the people. This uncontrolled and 

limitless concentration of people in the city areas have led to several problems.    In 

the town, it has been noticed that due to over-urbanization, there has been problem of 

over-crowdedness, problem of drainage, transport and traffic problem, problem of 

power shortage, problem of environmental pollution, problem of slums etc. 

Sometimes, in the city it has been notice that some people engaged in crime, drug 

addiction, alcoholism, juvenile delinquency, gambling, thiefting and so on. Over-

urbanization is also responsible for lack of facilities for recreation, sports, arts, culture 

and other infrastructural components such as hospitals, schools, colleges, means of 

transportation etc. The over-population of traffic is in unplanned in the town of 

Dibrugarh, which has created problems in the form of traffic congestion, pollution, 

anomic etc. It is very amazing that there has created many slums-area due to influence 

of urbanization. Many slums areas have observed near river in side of the 
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Brahmaputra and some of near railway line. The slums people are very poor and they 

live in horrible areas. Slums consists of substandard, ill-ventilated and most of them 

low-paid workers. In the city, it has also seen, lack of workable water policy. 

Similarly, there has no planned drainage system in the town. But, efficient drainage 

system is essential for the maintenance of cleanliness in the city. Power shortage is 

another problem of the town of Dibrugarh. Use of electricity has become a part and 

parcel of city life. They have been used the electricity at their home, business purpose 

and their offices. Lack of intimacy and privacy are the natural outcome of the city life. 

Here, it has seen that some people have been suffering economic insecurity, mental-

illness, lack of moral health. The most serious problems are related directly or 

indirectly to the extreme shortage of housing, and to inadequacy of physical and 

social infrastructures to meet the needs of the urban low-and middle-income groups. 

The shortages are the principal cause of the progressive deterioration of the urban 

environment during the past 20-25 years. Proliferation of slums is the most visible 

symptom of the environmental deterioration. The other major symptom is rapid 

increase in the levels of air and water pollution in or near the cities. Apart from the 

factors mentioned above, the increase in pollution is due to the failure of the 

municipalities and the other concerned authorities either to take adequate pollution 

control measures themselves or to enforce pollution control regulations effectively. It 

is necessary to make a distinction between total investment in the urban areas and that 

undertaken specifically to meet the needs for housing and services of the urban 

population. But most of the investment is made either directly in these sectors or in 

infrastructures, buildings etc. required for them. The concentration of the investment 

in the urban areas leads, however, to the erroneous impression of an ‘urban’ bias in 

development planning. Secondly, it tends to mask the fact of quite inadequate 

investment for meeting the needs of the urban population. 
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