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Abstract 

Takshasila was the earliest recorded centre of higher learning in India from at 

least 5th Century BCE and it is debatable whether it could be regarded a 

university or not. Nalanda was the oldest university- system of education in 

the world in the modern sense of university. 

 

Secular institutions cropped up along with Hindu temples, mutts and Buddhist 

monasteries. These institutions imparted practical education, e.g. medicine. A number 

of urban learning centers became increasingly visible form the period between 500 

BCE to 400 CE. The important urban centres of learning were Taxila (in modern-day 

Pakistan) and Nalanda in Bihar, among others. These institution systematically 

imparted knowledge and attracted a number of foreign students of study topics such 

as Vedic and Buddhist literature, logic, grammar, etc. Chanakya, a Barhmin teacher, 

was among the most famous teachers of Takshasila, associated with founding of 

Mauryan Empire. And in today’s Scenario India’s Higher caution system is the third 

largest in the world, next to the United States and China. The education of Women in 

India plays a significant role in improving living standards in the Country. In this 

paper I just try to show the conditions, possibilities of women in Indian higher 

education system.  

 

Indian higher education system has expanded at a fast pace by adding nearly 20,000 

Colleges and more than 8 million students in a decade from 2000-01 to 2010-111. As 

on 2011, Indian has 42 Central universities, 275 state universities, 130 deemed 

universities, 90 private universities, 5 institutions established and functioning under 

the State Act, and 33 institutes of National Importance2. Other institutions include 

33,000 colleges as Government Degree Colleges and Private Degree Colleges, 

including 1800 exclusive women’s colleges, functioning under these universities and 

institutions as reported by the UGC in 2012. The emphasis in the tertiary level of 

education lies on science and technology. Indian education is also a feature of the 
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Indian higher educational institutions by 2004 consisted of a large number of 

technology institutes. Distance learning and open education is also a feature of the 

Indian higher education system, and is looked after by the Distance Education 

Council. Indira Gandhi National Open University is the largest university in the world 

by number of students, having approximately 3.5 million students across the globe3.  

 

Some institutions of India, such as the Indian Institutes of technology (IITs) National 

Institute of Technology (NITs), Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IITs), 

Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), International Institute of Information 

Technology (IIT-H) University of Mumbai and Jawaherlal Nehru University have 

been globally acclaimed for their standard of education4. The IITs enroll about 8000 

students annually and the alumni have contributed to both the growth of the private 

sector and the public sectors of India. However, India still lacks internationally 

prestigious universities such as Harvard, Cambridge and Oxford5. Indian higher 

education is in need of radical reforms. A focus on enforcing higher standards of 

transparency, strengthening of the vocational and doctoral education pipeline, and 

professionalization of the sector through stronger institutional responsibility would 

help in reprioritizing efforts and working around the complexities. The rise of it sector 

and engineering education in India have boxed students into linear path without 

giving them a chance to explore and discover their passions. Concerted and 

collaborative efforts are needed in broaden student choices through liberal arts 

education.  

 

India’s Higher Education System is the third largest in world, next to the United 

States and China. The main governing body at the tertiary level is the University 

Grant Commission, which enforces its standards, advises the government and helps 

coordinate between the centre and the state. Accreditation for higher learning is 

overseen by autonomous institutions and established by the University Grants 

Commission.  

 

Apart from the several hundred state universities, there is a network of research 

institutions that provide opportunities for advanced learning and research leading upto 

a Ph.D. in branched of science, technology and agriculture. Several have won 

international recognition, 25 of these institutions come under the umbrella of the 

CSIR-Council of Scientific and Industrial Research and over 60 fall under the ICAR- 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research. In addition, the DAE- Department of 

Atomic Energy, and other ministries support various research laboratories. 

 

Universities in India have evolved  in divergent streams with each stream monitored 

by an apex body. Indirectly controlled by the Ministry of Human Resources 

Development and founded jointly by the state governments. Most universities are 

administered by the states, however, there are 18 important universities called Central 
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Universities, which are maintained by the Union Government. The increased funding 

of the Central Universities give them an advantage over their state competitors.   

 

The National Institute of Technology (NITs), Indian Institutes of Information 

Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Technology and among the most prestigious 

institutions within the technology sciences .Indian Institutes of Science  is the premier 

research institute in the field of science and engineering. There are several thousand 

colleges (affiliated to difference universities) that provide undergraduate science, 

agriculture, commerce and humanities courses in India. Amongst these, the best also 

offer post graduate course while some also offer facilities for research and Ph.D. 

Studies. 

 

Technical education has grown rapidly in recent years. With recent capacity additions, 

it now appears that the nation has the capability to graduate over 500,000 engineering 

(with 54- yr undergraduate degrees) annually, and there is also a corresponding 

increase in the graduation of computer scientists. Furthermore, each year, the nation is 

enrolling at least 350,000 in its engineering diploma programs (with plans to increase 

this by about 50,000). Thus India’s annual enrollment of scientists, engineering and 

technicians now exceeds 2 million6.     

 

Department of Higher Education Haryana is a unit of the Government of Haryana 

in India that looks after the school education in the sate of Haryana. 

 

In 1996, when Haryana state was carved out of Punjab there arose a need of separate 

department of Forests. So, in 1966, a separate Department of Higher Education was 

established for Haryana. 

 

The department is responsible for hiring and employing the Higher Secondary school 

teachers for the Government schools of Government of Haryana. The department also 

runs the Haryana Board of School Education that conducts the school leaving 

examinations.  

 

Women’s Education & Its importance :- women have a much lower literacy rate 

than men. Far fewer girls are enrolled n the schools, and many of them drop out. In 

the patriarchal setting of the Indian family, girls have lower status and fewer 

privileges than boy children. Conservative cultural attitudes prevents some girls from 

attending school. 
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The number of literate women among the female population of India was between 2-

6% from the British Raj onwards of the formation of the Republic of India in 1947. 

Concerted efforts led to improvement from 15.3% in 1961 to 28.5% in 19817. By 

2001 literacy for women had exceeded 50% of the overall female population though 

these statistics were still very low compared to world standards and even male literacy 

within India. Recently the Indian government has launched Saakshar Bharat 

Mission for Female Literacy. This mission aims to bring down female illiteracy by 

half of its present level. And outlines the progress of women’s education in India. 

 

Since 1947 the Indian government has tried to provide incentives for girls’ school 

attendance through programmes for midday meals, free books, and uniforms. This 

welfare thrust raised primary enrolment between 1951 and 1981. In 1986 the National 

Policy on Education decided to restructure education in tune with the social 

framework of each state, and with larger national goals. It emphasized that education 

was necessary for democracy, and central to the improvement of women’s condition. 

The new policy aimed at social change through revised texts, curricula, increased, 

funding for schools, and policy improvements. Emphasis was placed on expanding 

girls’ occupational centres and primary education; secondary and higher education; 

and rural and urban institutions. The report tried to connect problems like low school 

attendance with poverty, and the dependence on girls for housework and sibling day 

care. The National Literacy Mission also worked through female tutors in villages.  

 

Although the minimum marriage age is now eighteen for girls, many continue to be 

married much earlier. Therefore, at the secondary level, female drop out rates are 

high.  

 

The Education of Women in India:-plays a significant role in improving livings 

standards in the country. A higher women literacy rate improves the quality of life 

both at home and outside the home, by encouraging and promoting education of 

children, especially female children, and in reducing the infant mortality rate. Several 

studies have shown that a lower level of women literacy rates results in higher levels 

of fertility and infant mortality, poorer nutrition, lower earning potential and the lack 

of an ability to make decisions within a household. Women’s lower education levels 

is also shown to adversely effect the health and living conditions of children. A 

survey that was conducted in India showed results which support the fact that infant 

mortality rate was inversely related to female literacy rate and educational level. The 

survey also suggests a correlation between education and economic growth. 

 

In India, it was found that there is a large disparity between female literacy rates in 

different states. For example, with Kerala actually has a female literacy rate of about 

86%, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh have female literacy rates around 55-60%. These values 

are further correlated with health levels of the Indians, where it was found the Kerala 
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was the state with the lowest infant mortality rate while Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are 

the states with the lowest life expectancies in India. Furthermore, the disparity of 

female literacy rates across rural and urban areas is also significant in India. Out of 

the 24 states in India, 6 of them have female literacy rates of below 60%. The rural 

state Rajasthan has a female literacy rate of less than 12%8. 

 

In India, higher education is defined as the education of an age group between 18 and 

24 and is largely funded by the Government. Despite women making up 24-50% of 

higher education enrolment, there is still a gender imbalance with in higher education. 

Only one third of science students and 7% of engineering students, are women. In 

comparison, however, over half and students education are women9. 

 

To conclude Indian higher education is in need of radical reforms. A focus an 

enforcing higher standards of transparency, strengthening of the vocational and 

doctoral education pipeline and professionalization of the sector through stronger 

institutional responsibility would help in reprioritizing efforts and working around the 

complexities. The rise of IT sector and engineering education in India has boxed the 

students into linear path without giving them a chance to explore and discover their 

passions. Concerted and collaboraties efforts are needed in broaden student choices 

through liberal arts education10.  
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