
International Journal of Education and Information Studies. 
ISSN 2277-3169 Volume 3, Number 2 (2013), pp. 43-46 
© Research India Publications 
http://www.ripublication.com/ijeis.htm 

 
 

A Step in Modernizing Indian Universities : UGC-
INFLIBNET 

 
 

Vanita Rose 
 

Research Scholar,Dept of Education,MDU,Rohtak 
 
 

Abstract: 
 

The aim of this research paper is to tell about INFLIBNET which is involved 
in modernizing university libraries in India and connecting them as well as 
information centers in the country through a nation-wide high speed data 
network using the state-of-art technologies for the optimum utilization of 
information. INFLIBNET is set out to be a major player in promoting 
scholarly communication among academicians and researchers in India. An 
transfer and access of information, supporting scholarships and learning and 
academic pursuits through a National Network of Libraries in around 264 
Inter-University Centre of UGC the INFLIBNET serves towards 
modernization of Libraries, serves as Information Centre for Universities, 
Colleges and R&D Institutions across the country. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre is an autonomous Inter-
University Centre of the University Grants Commission (UGC) of India. It is a major 
National Programme initiated by the UGC in 1991 with its Head Quarters at Gujarat 
University Campus, Ahmedabad. Initially started as a project under the IUCAA, it 
became an independent Inter-University Centre in 1996. 
 
 
Objectives 
The primary objectives of INFLIBNET as envisaged in Memorandum of Association 
are: 

 To promote and establish communication facilities to improve capability in 
information transfer and access that provide support to scholarship learning, 
research and academic pursuit through cooperation  

 To establish INFLIBNET: Information and Library Network a computer 
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communication network for linking libraries and information centers in 
universities, deemed to be universities, colleges, UGC information centers, 
institutions of national importance and R & D institutions, etc. avoiding 
duplication of efforts. 
1. to promote and implement computerization of operations and services in 

the libraries and information centers of the country, following a uniform 
standard; 

2. to evolve standards and uniform guidelines in techniques, methods, 
procedures, computer hardware and software, services and promote their 
adoption in actual practice by all libraries, in order to facilitate pooling, 
sharing and exchange of information towards optimal use of resources and 
facilities: 

3. to evolve a national network interconnecting various libraries and 
information centers in the country and to improve capability in information 
handling and service; 

4. to provide reliable access to document collection of libraries by creating 
on-line union catalogue of serials, theses/ dissertations, books, 
monographs and non-book materials (manuscripts, audio-visuals, 
computer data, multimedia, etc.) in various libraries in India: 

5. to optimize information resource utilization through shared cataloguing, 
inter-library loan service, catalogue production, collection development 
and thus avoiding duplication in acquisition to the extent possible; 

6. to encourage co-operation among libraries, documentation centers and 
information centers in the country, so that the resources can be poled for 
the benefit of helping the weaker resource centers by stronger ones; and 

7. to train and develop human resources in the field of computerized library 
operations and networking to establish, manage and sustain INFLIBNET. 

 
 To facilitate academic communication amongst scientist, engineers, social 

scientists, academics, faculties, researchers and students through electronic 
mail, file transfer, computer/audio/video conferencing, etc 

 To undertake system design and studies in the field of communications, 
computer networking, information handling and data management; 

 To establish appropriate control and monitoring system for the communication 
network and organize maintenance; 

 To collaborate with institutions, libraries, information centers and other 
organizations in India and abroad in the field relevant to the objectives of the 
Centre; 

 To promote R&D and develop necessary facilities and create technical 
positions for realizing the objectives of the Centre; 

 To generate revenue by providing consultancies and information services; and 
 
 
Goals 

 Achieve complete automation of libraries in educational institutions 
 Create union catalogues of documents available in libraries in online and real-
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time environment. 
 Promote digitization of legacy documents and creation of content in e-format 

(including electronic theses and dissertations, electronic version of research 
articles, working papers, technical reports, concept papers, technical reports, 
annual reports, statistical data, etc.) in universities. 

 Promote setting-up of open access digital repositories in universities for 
hosting content created in the process mentioned above. 

 Develop expertise in 
1. Digital content creation; 
2. Process of digitization; and 
3. Managing digital depositories. 

 
 Impart training in applications on various aspects of new technology to 

achieve goals mentioned above. 
 
 
Functions 
In order to fulfill the broad objectives, INFLIBNET will do the following: 

 Promote and implement computerization of operations and services in the 
libraries and information centers of the country, following a uniform standard. 

 Evolve standards and uniform guidelines in techniques, methods, procedures, 
computer hardware and software, services and promote their adoption in 
actual practice by all libraries, in order to facilitate pooling, sharing and 
exchange of information towards optimal use of resources and facilities. 

 Evolve a national network interconnecting various libraries and information 
centers in the country and to improve capability in information handling and 
service. 

 Provide reliable access to document collection of libraries by creating on-line 
union catalogue of serials, theses/dissertations, books, monographs and non-
book materials (manuscripts, audio-visuals, computer data, multimedia, etc.) 
in various libraries in India. 

 Develop new methods and techniques for archival of valuable information 
available as manuscripts and information documents in different Indian 
Languages, in the form of digital images using high density storage media. 

 Optimize information resource utilization through shared cataloguing, inter-
library loan service, catalogue production, collection development and thus 
avoiding duplication in acquisition to the extent possible. 

 Enable the users dispersed all over the country, irrespective of location and 
distance, to have access to information regarding serials, theses/dissertations, 
books, monographs and non-book materials by locating the sources wherefrom 
available and to obtain it through the facilities of INFLIBNET and union 
catalogue of documents. 

 Create databases of projects, institutions, specialists, etc. for providing on-line 
information service. 

 Train and develop human resources in the field of computerised library 
operations and networking to establish, manage and sustain INFLIBNET. 

 Facilitate academic communication amongst scientists, engineers, social 
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scientists, academics, faculties, researchers and students through electronic 
mail, file transfer, computer/audio/video conferencing, etc. 

 Establish appropriate control and monitoring system for the communication 
network and organise maintenance. 

 Collaborate with institutions, libraries, information centers and other 
organisations in India and abroad in the field relevant to the objectives of the 
Centre. 

 Create and promote R&D and other facilities and technical positions for 
realising the objectives of the Centre. 

 Generate revenue by providing consultancies and information services. 
 Do all other such things as may be necessary, incidental or conducive to the 

attainment of all or any of the above objectives. Hear this article 
 
 
Services:  

 Document Delivery through JCCC -INLIBNET has initiated interlibrary loans 
and document delivery services from the comprehensive collection of 
subscribed journals under JCCC@UGC- INFONET. ILL is also known as 
Inter-Library Lending.INFLIBNET has designated 22 libraries to fulfill ILL 
request from the users, affiliated to 149 universities covered under UGC.  

 Walk-in User The Centre has 15 Internet-enabled PCs dedicated for the use of 
students and researchers for accessing electronic resources subscribed under 
the UGC-Infonet Digital Library Consortium. All the e-resources signed under 
license agreements with the publishers of UGC-Infonet Digital Library 
Consortium provide access to walk-in users. Students from Gujarat University 
& its affiliated colleges, students from the nearby universities and colleges 
walk-in to the Centre for the e-resources service. Annually around 1000 users 
take benefit of this service. 

 SOUL Support -The SOUL Software developed by the Centre is one of the 
most popular Library Management Software having maximum number of 
installations in the libraries of academic and research institutions across the 
country. The advanced feature of software attracts for increasing demand of 
the software. SOUL has installed more than 1688 libraries in country. Some of 
the State Governments (via, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra 
Pradesh) have purchased software in bulk for their govt college libraries. Since 
installation, maintenance and training on the SOUL Software for institutions 
spread all over the country is a Herculean task that cannot be carried out by 
INFLIBNET staff alone, the Centre has established region-wise SOUL 
Support Services by deploying retired and working library professionals as 
SOUL Coordinators depend upon number of installations. The Centre has 
deployed six SOUL Coordinators for different regions of the Country. 
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