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Abstract 

 

Public education in India today must be seen in the context of the 

commitments that we, as a nation, made towards the education of our children 

through our Constitution. For over three decades, successive governments in 

India have projected three pillars of our development – electricity, roads and 

water (bijli, sadak and paani). The political masters must accept Education as 

the fourth pillar which has the power to change our status from a developing 

nation to a developed nation.. The reality is that teachers as a group are in 

some measure politically empowered but, both as a group and as individuals, 

professionally disempowered. Most teachers see themselves as accountable to 

their ‘superiors ’and not to their students., almost two-third of our universities 

and 90 per cent of our colleges are rated as below average on quality 

parameters. This paper makes an attempt to analse the present conditions of 

Education in India and the accountability, duty and responsibility of various 

stake holders like Lawmakers, Teachers and students. 
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Introduction 
India’s school education system is among the largest in the world that deals with 1. 4 

million schools, over 25 million children, 7 million teachers and about 1. 5 million 

education functionaries supporting the schools from outside. Several researches and 

educational studies have repeatedly pointed to the poor quality of education in our 

schools. Education in India is provided by the public sector as well as the private 

sector, with control and funding coming from three levels: central, state, and local. 

Under various articles of the Indian Constitution, free and compulsory education is 

provided as a fundamental right to children between the ages of 6 and 14. After 
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passing the Higher Secondary Examination (the grade 12 examination), students may 

enroll in general degree programmes such as bachelor's degree in arts, commerce or 

science, or professional degree programs such as engineering, law or medicine. India's 

higher education system is the third largest in the world, after China and the United 

States. The main governing body at the tertiary level is the University Grants 

Commission (India), which enforces its standards, advises the government, and helps 

coordinate between the centre and the state. Accreditation for higher learning is 

overseen by 12 autonomous institutions established by the University Grants 

Commission. In India, education system is reformed. In the future, India will be one 

of the largest education hubs 

From the first Five-year Plan onwards, India's emphasis was to develop a pool of 

scientifically inclined manpower. India's National Policy on Education (NPE) 

provisioned for an apex body for regulation and development of higher technical 

education, which came into being as the All India Council for Technical Education 

(AICTE) in 1987 through an act of the Indian parliament. At the federal level, the 

Indian Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology, 

the National Institutes of Technology and the Indian Institutes of Information 

Technology, Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Petroleum Technology are deemed of national 

importance. 

The Indian Institutes of Technology are among the nation's premier education 

facilities. Since 2002, Several Regional Engineering Colleges(RECs) have been 

converted into National Institutes of Technology giving them Institutes of National 

Importance status. 

 

 

Quality Issues 
(a)  Lack of political will – as evidenced through inadequate budgets and 

unwillingness to eliminate political interference in issues such as teacher 

appointment and transfers etc. 

(b) Lack of accountability among the education functionaries. Illustratively, if 

fiftypercent children fail in the tenth standard board examination each year, 

nobody is accountable other than the children themselves. The accountability 

is missing due to several reasons such as absence of performance culture, lack 

of risk-reward system and uncertain tenures 

(c)  Absence of perspective on education at all levels:A very large majority of 

education functionaries, teacher educators and teachers do not possess in-

depth knowledge of the National Policy for Education and the National 

Curriculum Framework. 

(d)  Dysfunctional institutions supporting the school education--elaborate 

institutional frameworks such as the NCERT, NCTE, SCERT, DIET, Block 

and Cluster-level resource centres were created under the National Policy for 

Education, a vast majority of them suffer from both quantity and quality of 

people 

(e)  Absence of schools of education that develop competent education 

professionals to manage the large educational system that we have. In most 
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developed nations, almost all good universities have a school of education 

within them. For a nation of 1. 25 billion people, we have practically no 

schools of education. We need hundreds of such institutions. 

(f) While the quality of free, public education is in crisis, a majority of the urban 

poor have turned to private schools. In some urban cities, it is estimated as 

high as two-thirds of all students attend private institutions, many of which 

charge a modest US$2 per month. There has not been any standardized 

assessment of how private schools perform, but it is generally accepted that 

they outperform public schools. 

(g) Our university system is, in many parts, in a state of disrepair... In almost half 

the districts in the country, higher education enrollments are abysmally low, 

almost two-third of our universities and 90 per cent of our colleges are rated as 

below average on quality parameters... I am concerned that in many states 

university appointments, including that of vice-chancellors, have been 

politicised and have become subject to caste and communal considerations, 

there are complaints of favouritism and corruption. 

— Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in 2007 
 

 

Priority of Action 
While all areas of education (e. g. infrastructure and resources) are very important, it 

is imperative to prioritize critical areas that have a strong impact on overall education 

quality. Teacher education, education leadership and management and early 

childhood education are important priority areas that need focussed action. 

1.  Teacher education: Teachers are at the heart of our education system. The 

success of any effort to improve the quality of education is centrally dependent 

upon the teacher. Quality issues in education are crucially linked to quality 

issues in teacher education (pre-service and in-service). 

2.  Education leadership & management: Leaders and administrators are mainly 

responsible for creating an enabling environment for the school and the 

teacher to perform effectively. There is a complete lack of pre-service 

professional education as well as an effective in service development support 

for these positions. 

3.  Early childhood education: Several research studies on early childhood have 

shown that early childhood is the time when children need to be exposed to a 

stimulating, literacy-rich environment to enhance their learning capabilities. 

Children who experience schooling for the first time at the age of six years are 

clearly at a disadvantage. 

 

 

Integrity of Implementation 
Our education system will be able to deliver good education when all strands (teacher 

education, curriculum, school processes, etc. ) reflect the aims of education as 

articulated in our national policy documents and are based on the values of the 

Constitution. This connect is articulated in policy but very often forgotten in the nuts 
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and bolts of implementation. Most education policy documents are well-thought out 

and well-intentioned. The issue often lies with actual actions that ensure 

implementation on the ground. Partial implementation or implementation that does 

not reflect the spirit of the policy defeats the entire purpose of it. 

 

 

Key Action In Education—Taken and to Be Taken 
Public education in India today must be seen in the context of the commitments that 

we, as a nation, made towards the education of our children through our Constitution. 

1. We must begin to see teaching as a very highly-regarded profession 

considering that a teacher is a leader of change. The reality is that teachers as a 

group are in some measure politically empowered but, both as a group and as 

individuals, professionally disempowered. Most teachers see themselves as 

accountable to their ‘superiors ’and not to their students. Addressing teachers’ 

professional identity, their need for knowledge and skills and their 

empowerment as a community is critical. 

2.  As people responsible for achieving the goals of education policy, the 

decision-makers and administrators in the education system need to be 

significantly better prepared and competent to deal with the diverse and 

complex issues of school education in India. 

3.  Providing early childhood education has not been made mandatory and is 

excluded from the ambit of the right to education making it a mostly 

unregulated area. 

4.  Curriculum, classroom environment and pedagogical processes are primarily 

based on rote-learning and do not enable conceptual understanding, creativity 

or collaborative learning. In their current form, examinations do not assess the 

achievement of curricular goals and mostly promote a process of mechanical, 

rote-based learning in the classroom. Examinations are also a source of acute 

stress and fear among children and their families. 

5.  Our public education system has historically suffered from inadequate 

resource allocation towards fulfilling the vision set out in the preamble of the 

Constitution. 

 

Accreditation 

1. In January 2010, the Government of India decided to withdraw Deemed 

university status from as many as 44 institutions. The Government claimed in 

its affidavit that academic considerations were not being kept in mind by the 

management of these institutions and that "they were being run as family 

fiefdoms". 

2. The University Grant Commission found 39 fake institutions operating in 

India. 

 

Higher education 

1. As per Report of the Higher education in India, Issues Related to Expansion, 

Inclusiveness, Quality and Finance, the access to higher education measured in 
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term of gross enrollment ratio increased from 0. 7% in 1950/51 to 1. 4% in 

1960–61. By 2006/7 the GER increased to about 11 percent. Notably, by 2012, 

it had crossed 20% (as mentioned in an earlier section). 

 

 

Recent Development in Education Sector 
1. Education Sector Expenditure-Budget 2014-15 

2. In the interim budget announced today, government proposed to raise 

expenditure on Education sector by 9% (vs Revised Estimates for 2013-14). 

Total Budgeted Expenditure on Education is Rs 81, 441 Cr. This includes plan 

and non-plan expenditure. The breakup and comparison of expenditure is 

given below.  

 

What is noteworthy is that for next year, the BE is only 9% higher than RE for current 

year, and is lagging overall proposed expenditure growth (at 11%) for the 

government. BE for 2013-14 was 18% higher than Actuals for 2012-13. 

 

MHRD     

Rs Cr 2012-2013 2013-2014 2013-2014 2014-2015 

Plan-Expenditure Actuals BE RE BE 

Department of School Education 42822 49659 47159 51198 

Department of Higher Education 12711 16210 14703 16200 

Total 55533 65869 61862 67398 

Non-Plan Expenditure     

Department of School Education 2810 3042 2977 3287 

Department of Higher Education 7720 10552 9787 10756 

Total 10530 13594 12764 14043 

Total Expenditure     

Department of School Education 45632 52701 50136 54485 

Department of Higher Education 20431 26762 24490 26956 

Total 66063 79463 74626 81441 

 

 

The Government of India is aware of the plight of higher education sector and has 

been trying to bring reforms, however, 15 bills are still awaiting discussion and 

approval in the Parliament. One of the most talked about bill is Foreign Universities 

Bill, which is supposed to facilitate entry of foreign universities to establish campuses 

in India. The bill is still under discussion and even if it gets passed, its feasibility and 

effectiveness is questionable as it misses the context, diversity and segment of 

international foreign institutions interested in India. One of the approaches to make 

internationalization of Indian higher education effective is to develop a coherent and 

comprehensive policy which aims at infusing excellence, bringing institutional 

diversity and aids in capacity building. 
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The number of graduates coming out of technical colleges increased to over 700, 000 

in 2011 from 550, 000 in FY 2010. However, according to one study, 75% of 

technical graduates and more than 85% of general graduates lack the skills needed in 

India's most demanding and high-growth global industries such as information 

technology. These high tech global information technologies companies directly or 

indirectly employ about 2. 3 million people, less than 1% of India's labor pool. India 

offers one of the largest pool of technically skilled graduates in the world. 

 

 

Conclusion 
As per Report of the Higher education in India, Issues Related to Expansion, 

Inclusiveness, Quality and Finance, the access to higher education measured in term 

of gross enrolment ratio increased from 0. 7% in 1950/51 to 1. 4% in 1960–61. By 

2006/7 the GER increased to about 11 percent. Notably, by 2012, it had crossed 20%. 

Even education functionaries who run and support public schools send their children 

to private schools, fully knowing that government schools have better infrastructure, 

more qualified teachers, higher teacher salaries, elaborate academic support system. 

In many states university appointments, including that of vice-chancellors, have been 

politicised and have become subject to caste and communal considerations, there are 

complaints of favouritism and corruption. The need of the hour is that the higher 

education system should be given higher priority in State and Central Government 

Budgets a least in the years to come. 
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