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Abstract

In this paper, we study the notions of strongly prime and strongly semi prime ideals
of posets, and explore the various properties of strongly primeness and strongly
semi primeness in posets.
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1. Preliminaries

Throughout this paper (P , ≤) denotes a poset with smallest element 0. For basic ter-
minology and notation for posets, we refer [1] and [2]. For M ⊆ P , let L(M) =
{x ∈ P : x ≤ m for all m ∈ M} denote the lower cone of M in P and dually, let
U(M) = {x ∈ P : m ≤ x for all m ∈ M} be the upper cone of M in P . Let
A, B ⊆ P , we write L(A, B) instead of L(A ∪ B) and dually for the upper cones.
If M = {x1, x2, . . . , xn}is finite, then we use the notation L(x1, x2, ldots, xn) instead
of L({x1, x2, . . . , xn})(and dually). It is clear that for any subset A of P , we have
A ⊆ L(U(A)) and A ⊆ U(L(A)). If A ⊆ B, then L(B) ⊆ L(A) and U(B) ⊆ U(A).
Moreover, LUL(A) = L(A) and ULU(A) = U(A). Following [1], a subset I of P is
called ideal if for any a, b ∈ I , we have L(U(a, b)) ⊆ I . Following [3], a non empty
subset I of P is called a semi-ideal if b ∈ I and a ≤ b, then a ∈ I . It is clear that every
ideal is semi-ideal, but converse need not be true in general. A proper ideal I of P is
called prime if L(a, b) ⊆ I implies that either a ∈ I or b ∈ I [1]. Let I be an ideal of
P . Then the extension of I by x ∈ P is meant the set 〈x, I 〉 = {a ∈ P : L(a, x) ⊆ I }.

An ideal I of P is called semi prime if L(a, b) ⊆ I and L(a, c) ⊆ I together imply
L(a, U(b, c)) ⊆ I [1]. For a ∈ P, the subset {x ∈ P : x ≤ a} is an ideal of P generated
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by a , denoted by (a]. For any subset A of P, we denote A∗ = A\{0}. An ideal I of
P is called strongly prime if L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I implies that either A ⊆ I or B ⊆ I for
any different proper ideals A, B of P. An ideal I of P is called strongly semi-prime
if L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I and L(A∗, C∗) ⊆ I together imply L(A∗, U(B∗, C∗)) ⊆ I for any
different ideals A, B and C of P. It is clear the intersection of any nonempty family
of strongly prime ideals of P is a strongly semi prime ideal and every strongly prime
ideal of P is prime ideal of P. The following example shows that prime ideal of P not
necessarily to be strongly prime in general.

Example 1.1. Consider P = {0, a, b, c, d, e, } and define a relation ≤ on P as follows.

Then (P, ≤) is a poset and I = {0, a, d} is a prime ideal of P, but not strongly
prime, since for ideals A = {0, b} and B = {0, a, b, c} of P, we have L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I,

but neither A nor B contained in I.

Let I be a semi-ideal of P.Then I satisfies (*) condition if whenever L(A, B) ⊆ I im-
plies A ⊆ 〈B, I 〉 for any subsets A and B of P . In Example 1.1, let A = {0, a, b, c}, B =
{0, b} and I = {0, a, d}. Then L(A, B) ⊆ I, but A � 〈B, I 〉 = {0, a, d}. So there exists
an ideal which not satisfies (*) condition. It is also clear that every strongly semi prime
ideal with (*) condition of P is semi prime, but converse not true in general.

Example 1.2. Let P = {0, a, b, c, d} and define a relation ≤ on P as follows.

Then (P, ≤) is a poset and I = {0} is a semi prime ideal of P, but not strongly
semi prime since for ideals A = {0, a}; B = {0, b}; C = {0, a, b, c} of P, we have
L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I and L(A∗, C∗) ⊆ I, but L(A∗, U(B∗, C∗)) � I.
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2. Main Results

Lemma 2.1. Let I be an ideal of a poset P . If I is strongly prime, then I is strongly
semi prime.

Proof. Let A, B and C be ideals of P such that L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I and L(A∗, C∗) ⊆ I. If
A ⊆ I, then L(A∗, U(B∗, C∗)) ⊆ L(A∗) ⊆ I. If A � I, then B ⊆ I and C ⊆ I which
imply L(U(b, c)) ⊆ I for all b ∈ B∗; c ∈ C∗ which implies L(U(B∗, C∗)) ⊆ I . So
L(A∗, U(B∗, C∗)) ⊆ L(U(B∗, C∗)) ⊆ I. �

The following example shows that the converse of Lemma 2.1 does not true in general.
That is strongly semi prime ideal of P is not necessarily to be a strongly prime ideal of
P in general.

Example 2.2. Let P = {0, a, b, c, d} and define a relation ≤ on P as follows.

Then (P, ≤) is a poset and I = {0} is a strongly semi prime ideal of P, but not
strongly prime since for ideals A = {0, a, c}; B = {0, b} of P, L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I, but
A � I and B � I.

Following [4], a proper ideal I of P is called irreducible if for any ideals J and K of
P, I = J ∩ K implies J = I or K = I.

Theorem 2.3. Every strongly prime ideal of P is an irreducible ideal of P.

Proof. Let I be a strongly prime ideal of P, and J, K be ideals of P such that I = J ∩K.

Suppose there exists x ∈ J\I and y ∈ K\I.Then L((x]∗, (y]∗) ⊆ L(x, y) ⊆ J∩K ⊆ I .
Since I is a strongly prime, we have either x ∈ (x] ⊆ I or y ∈ (y] ⊆ I, a contradiction.

�

Theorem 2.4. Let I be an ideal of P . Then the following statements are holds for any
ideals A, B, C of P.

(i) If I satisfies (*) condition, thenL(A∗, B∗) ⊆ 〈
C∗, I

〉
if and only ifL(C∗, A∗, B∗) ⊆

I .
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(ii) If I is strongly semi prime with (*) condition, then L(C∗, U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ I if and
only if L(U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ 〈

C∗, I
〉
.

(iii)
〈
A∗, I

〉 = P if and only if A ⊆ I .

Proof.

(i) Suppose that L(A∗, B∗) ⊆< C∗, I > and let z ∈ L(C∗, A∗, B∗). Then z ∈<

C∗, I > and z ≤ c for all c ∈ C∗ which imply z ∈ L(z, C∗) ⊆ I. Suppose that
L(C∗, A∗, B∗) ⊆ I and z ∈ L(A∗, B∗). Then z ∈ 〈

C∗, I
〉
.

(ii) Suppose L(C∗, U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ I and let z ∈ L(U(A∗, B∗)). Then L(C∗, z) ⊆
L(C∗, U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ I which implies z ∈ 〈

C∗, I
〉
. If L(U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ 〈

C∗, I
〉
,

then A∗ ⊆ 〈
C∗, I

〉
and B∗ ⊆ 〈

C∗, I
〉

which imply L(C∗, U(A∗, B∗)) ⊆ I.

(iii) If x ∈ 〈
A∗, I

〉
for all x ∈ P, then a ∈

⋂

x∈P

〈x, I 〉 for a ∈ A which implies

a ∈ L(a) ⊆ I. �

For an ideal I and a nonempty subset A of P , we define 〈A, I 〉 = {z ∈ P : L(a, z) ⊆
I for all a ∈ A}. It is observe that L(z, A∗) ⊆ I for z ∈ 〈

A∗, I
〉
, and I ⊆ 〈

A∗, I
〉 =⋂

x∈A∗
〈x, I 〉 is always a semi ideal of P. But not necessary to be an ideal of P shows in

the following example.

Example 2.5. Consider P = {0, a, b, c, d, e} and define a relation ≤ on P as follows.

Then (P, ≤) is a poset and I = {0, a} is an ideal of P. For A = {a, d}, 〈A, I 〉 is not
an ideal of P.

Lemma 2.6. Let I and A be ideals of P. If I is strongly semi prime with (*) condition,
then

〈
A∗, I

〉
is an ideal of P.

Proof. Let a, b ∈ 〈
A∗, I

〉
. Then L((a]∗, A∗) ⊆ L(a, A∗) ⊆ I and L((b]∗, A∗) ⊆

L(b, A∗) ⊆ I. Since I is strongly semi-prime, we have L(A∗, U((a]∗, (b]∗)) ⊆ I. By
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Lemma 2.4 (ii), we have L(U(a, b)) ⊆ L(U((a]∗, (b]∗)) ⊆ 〈
A∗, I

〉
, so

〈
A∗, I

〉
is an

ideal of P. �

Theorem 2.7. Let I be an ideal of P with (*) condition. Then I is strongly semi prime
of P if and only if

〈
A∗, I

〉
is a strongly semi prime ideal of P for any ideal A of P .

Proof. Let I be a strongly semi prime and A be an ideal of P. Suppose that B, C and
D are ideals of P such that L(C∗, B∗) ⊆ 〈

A∗, I
〉

and L(C∗, D∗) ⊆ 〈
A∗, I

〉
. Then by

Lemma 2.4(i), L(A∗, C∗) ⊆ 〈
B∗, I

〉
and L(A∗, C∗) ⊆ 〈

D∗, I
〉
.

Let z ∈ L(A∗, C∗, U(B∗, D∗)). Then z ∈ L(A∗, C∗) and z ∈ L(U(B∗, D∗)) which
imply L(B∗, (z]∗) ⊆ L(B∗, z) ⊆ I and L(D∗, (z]∗) ⊆ L(D∗, z) ⊆ I, so B∗, D∗ ⊆〈
L(z)∗, I

〉
.By Lemma 2.6,

〈
L(z)∗, I

〉
is an ideal ofP which implies z ∈ L(U(B∗, D∗)) ⊆〈

(z]∗, I 〉
, so z ∈ I . Thus L(A∗, C∗, U(B∗, D∗)) ⊆ I and hence L(C∗, U(B∗, D∗)) ⊆〈

A∗, I
〉
.

Conversely, let
〈
A∗, I

〉
is a strongly semi prime ideal for any ideal A of P. Suppose

B, C and D are ideals of P such that L(B∗, C∗) ⊆ I and L(B∗, D∗) ⊆ I . Then
L(B∗, C∗) ⊆ 〈

B∗, I
〉
and L(B∗, D∗) ⊆ 〈

B∗, I
〉
. Since

〈
B∗, I

〉
is strongly semi prime, we

have L(B∗, U(C∗, D∗)) ⊆< B∗, I >. Let t ∈ L(B∗, U(C∗, D∗)). Then L(B∗, t) ⊆ I

which implies t ∈ I . Hence L(B∗, U(C∗, D∗)) ⊆ I. �

Theorem 2.8. Let I be a maximal strongly prime ideal of P with (*) condition. Then I

is strongly prime.

Proof. Let I be a maximal and strongly semi prime ideal of P. Suppose that A and B

are ideals of P such that L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I. Then, by Theorem 2.7,
〈
B∗, I

〉
is a strongly

semi prime ideal of P and A∗ ⊆ 〈
B∗, I

〉
. If I ⊆ 〈

B∗, I
〉
, then, by maximality of I,〈

B∗, I
〉 = P. By Lemma 2.4(iii), we have B ⊆ I. �

Corollary 2.9. Let I be a maximal ideal of P with (*) condition. Then I is strongly
semi prime if and only if I is strongly prime.

Theorem 2.10. Let I be a strongly prime ideal of P . Then
〈
A∗, I

〉 = I for all ideal A

of P not contained in I.

Proof. Suppose I is strongly prime and A is an ideal of P such that A � I. Let z ∈〈
A∗, I

〉
. Then L((z]∗, A∗) ⊆ (L(z, A∗) ⊆ I which imply z ∈ (z]∗ ⊆ I . �

Corollary 2.11. Let I be an ideal of P with (*) condition. Then I is strongly prime if
and only if

〈
A∗, I

〉 = I for all ideal A of P not contained in I.

For an ideal I of a poset P , consider the set FI = {x ∈ P : 〈x, I 〉 = I }.
Lemma 2.12. Let I be an ideal of a finite poset P . Then

〈
A∗, I

〉 ∩ FI = φ for all ideals
A of P not contained in I .

Proof. It is trivial. �



6 J. Catherine Grace John and B. Elavarasan

Lemma 2.13. Let I be a proper ideal of P. Then I ∩ FI = φ.

Theorem 2.14. Let I be a proper ideal of P with (*) condition. Then I is strongly prime
if and only if I ∪ FI = P .

Proof. Suppose I is a strongly prime ideal of P and let x ∈ P and x /∈ FI . Then
there exists y ∈< x, I > with y /∈ I and L((x]∗, (y]∗) ⊆ L(x, y) ∈ I, which implies
x ∈ (x] ⊆ I.

Let I ∪ FI = P. If A and B are ideals of P with L(A∗, B∗) ⊆ I and A � I . Then

B∗ ⊆ 〈
A∗, I

〉
and there exits a ∈ A\I with 〈a, I 〉 = I which imply B∗ ⊆

⋂

t∈A∗
〈t, I 〉 ⊆

〈a, I 〉 = I. �

References

[1] Kharat V.S, Mokbel K.A, Primeness and semiprimeness in posets, Math. Bohem.,
134(1), 19–30 (2009).

[2] Radomir Halas, On extensions of ideals in posets, Discrete Mathematics, 308, 4972–
4977 (2008).

[3] Venkatanarasimhan P.V, Semi ideals in posets, Math. Ann., 185(4), 338–348 (1970).

[4] Gunaghas Jiang and Luosehan Xu.,Maximal ideals relative to a filter on posets and
some applications, Int. J. Contemp. Math. Sciences, 3(9), 401–410 (2008).


