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Abstract 
 
According to 2011 census, 70% of our population still lives in village 
and about 28% of them are below poverty line. Our present education 
system teaches materials pertinent mainly to manufacturing but not 
agriculture. The result is excessive Rural-Urban Migration which 
raises unemployment and underemployment in the urban sector. This 
paper demonstrates that a new form of education system for the 
children in the rural sector that provides skills specific to rural 
agriculture and rural industry is a better education policy.  
Rural Development implies both economic as well as greater social 
transformation. The traditional belief that because of increased 
industrialization, technology, and globalisation, rural programs 
designed to meet the needs of rural residents are no longer necessary. 
The new form of rural education ensures not only food security but 
also sustainable development. It is increasingly realized that the future 
of food security in the developing world, especially in South Asia, is 
dependent less on resource-intensive agriculture, and more on 
knowledge-intensity.  
Many researchers came to the conclusion that in the coming years, 
agriculture will have to be developed as an effective instrument for 
creating more income, jobs and food, and such a paradigm of 
sustainable agriculture will be both knowledge and skill intensive. The 
new agricultural paradigm in India will recast to take advantage of 
knowledge availability to achieve the triple goals of increased income, 
jobs and food.  
This paper demonstrates how the proposed education system can 
improve rural stake holders strengthen them to fight against poverty 
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alleviation, food scarcity, food inflation, hunger and malnutrition to 
broaden their mind-set to work towards sustainability. 
 
Keywords: Equitable Growth, Rural-Urban Migration, Food Security, 
Sustainable Agriculture. 
 
 

1. Introduction 
India has the largest youth population where every third person in an Indian city today 
is a youth. It is poised to increase further. By 2020, India is set to become the world’s 
youngest country with 64% of its population in working age group. According to the 
initial figures of the 2011 census, around 70% of India’s population is below the age of 
35 years. This pool of youth population needs to be engaged in the mainstream 
development of India. Education is the single most important factor to develop human 
resources of a country. 

India is poised to become an education hub. Several cities of the country have 
tagged as potential higher education hubs including Bangalore, Pune, Noida and 
Chandigarh. On the other hand, the Indian villages where 70% population resides 
quality and access to education is very limited. An Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) based on a survey data shows that even though the number of rural students 
attending schools is rising, more than half of the students in fifth grade are unable to 
read a second grade text book and are not able to solve simple mathematical problems. 

The reasons cited for this problem in the survey are:  
 In rural schools lack committed teachers, proper textbooks and learning 

materials in the school. 
 Poverty is an obstacle to education. Government schools do not have good 

infrastructure, political will and other facilities to provide quality education. 
While private schools are somewhat better, they are very expensive most 
children in villages. 

The school curriculum is so foreign to the children that it does not motivate 
students to learn. Education and text books should be made interesting. For rural 
students textbooks related to their culture, their traditions and values.  

This paper critiques the negligence of rural education in the path of development of 
the country. Apart from the fact that present education system pays less attention in 
considering the intellectual skills of a students, rather they ask for memorize pre-
defined question for exams. So for many students clearing examination at the end of 
the session, passing their exams becomes more important than gaining knowledge. 
Also as per the new CBSE rule, every student is supposed to be promoted to the next 
class irrespective of marks in their examination. Hence majority of students do not 
bother to study, which means a decline in their education level. Neither students nor 
teachers take any interest in studies which is why the level of education is declining in 
India despite many efforts.  
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2. Rural Transformation and rural Development 
A report published in 2003 by INRULED titled “Education for rural transformation: 
Towards a policy Framework” made a plea for rethinking education in rural areas and 
rural people focus on “rural transformation.” 

The term rural transformation - rather than rural development, rural changes or 
rural education- was used adversely to convey a vision of pro-active and positive 
process to change and development of rural communities in the context of national and 
global changes. Education was seen as a key instrument for shaping and fulfilling the 
goal of rural transformation. The report focuses on the link between education and 
rural transformation. It underscored the inexorable forces to change rural communities 
and how education by equipping people with appropriate knowledge, skills and 
fostering of human dignity, could expand their choice and capabilities to exercise these 
choices. 

 
 

3. Development and Transformation  
Rural Transformation is all about seeking to improve the living condition of the 
farmer, the artisan, the tenant farmer and the landless in the countryside. It is about 
enabling specific groups of people- rural women and youth are the disadvantaged 
segments of the population. The core ideas of rural development concerned with 
improving the well-being of rural people by enhancing their productive capacities, 
expanding their choices in life and revising public policies that discriminated against 
the rural poor. Rural Development also means to generate sufficient employment for 
the educated, thereby, halt and even reverse rural-urban migration.  

The focus on rural transformation called for recognising new dimensions in the 
criteria for judging quality and relevance of educational activities. The rapidly 
changing rural scene and the dynamics of rural-urban interaction required flexibility 
and creativity in educational programmes, not often found in the conventional formal 
system. 

The research points out that the notion of transformation is consider with the rural 
development literature that emphasises agrarian changes, integrated national 
development without marginalising rural people and the rural economy and the 
interconnected political economy issues of national and rural development.  

 
 

4. Contribution of India Agriculture in Indian Economy 
India is an agricultural country. The Indian economy is basically agrarian. In spite of 
economic development and industrialization, agriculture is the backbone of the Indian 
economy. As Mahatma Gandhi said, "India lives in villages and agriculture is the soul 
of Indian economy". Nearly two-thirds of its population depends directly on 
agriculture for livelihood. Agriculture is the main stay of India's economy. It 
contributes about 26% of the gross domestic product. Agriculture meets food 
requirements of the people and produces several raw materials for industries. 
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India has the highest percentage of land under cultivation in the world. In spite of 
the fact that large areas in India, after independence, have been brought under 
irrigation, only one-third of the cropped area is actually irrigated. The productivity of 
agriculture is very low.  

Agriculture is the backbone of our Indian economy. Agricultural development is a 
precondition of our national prosperity. It is the main source of earning livelihood of 
the people. Nearly two-thirds of its population depends directly on agriculture. 
Agriculture provides direct employment to 70 per cent of working people in the 
country. It is the main stay of India's economy. 

Apart from those who are directly involved in the agrarian sector, a large number 
of the population is also engaged in agro-based activities. Agriculture contributes a 
large share to generation of the national income of the country hence it contributes 
heavily to India’s foreign exchange earnings. 

 
 

5. Rural Poverty –Causes 
While majority of rural population depend upon agriculture, per household land 
holdings is of very small size because of large population size. Logically, the pathways 
out of poverty for rural people have to be strongly connected to productivity increases 
and expansion of employment in the rural economy through farming activities, rural 
non-farm enterprises or via rural-urban migration. Literature on rural poverty supports 
the view that agricultural growth has historically had an important role in poverty 
reduction in many countries. 

In many part of the country, farming is not commercialized and small farmers 
depend on the farming for their own sustenance. Though with the lack of advance 
agricultural tools, the productivity of many workers are low and they end up in 
poverty.  

 
 

6. Higher agricultural Productivity- Needs 
Many rural people move from traditional agriculture-based occupations to non-farm 
activities and many will move in search of jobs to towns and cities. The reason for this 
change is non-satisfactory agricultural productivity for their living. Hence the small 
farmers, who tend to switch from farming to the cities or towns in search of jobs, bring 
the issue of rural-urban migration. Many will need skills that are different from those 
of their parents and these needs keep changing at a faster pace than before. But how 
exactly are skills turned into gainful and rewarding jobs?  

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) proposed the adaptation and 
application for rural economic activities its Global Employment Agenda (GEA) and 
the related Decent Work Agenda (DWA) as the framework for shaping policies and 
actions to reduce poverty by generating more and better jobs. ILO advocates the 
integration of economic and social objectives, and a well-orchestrated combination of 
measures in the areas of employment promotion, rights at work, social protection and 
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social dialogue. It argues that expanding” decent work” for rural people opened the 
avenue out of poverty (ILO: 2003). 

The ten core elements of GEA are: 
 Promoting trade and investment for productive employment and market access 

for developing countries. 
 Supporting technological change for higher productivity and job creation and 

improved standards of living. 
 Promoting sustainable development for sustainable livelihoods. 
 Macroeconomic policy for growth and employment moving towards policy 

integration. 
 Encouraging decent employment through entrepreneurship. 
 Enhancing employability by improving knowledge and skills. 
 Active labour market policies for employment, job security, equity and poverty 

reduction. 
 Looking upon social protection as a productive factor. 
 Occupational safety and health: synergies between security and productivity. 
 Productive employment for poverty reduction and development. 
 
 

7. Education and Skill Development 
The development of human resources in agriculture, technology and other 
developmental concerns for rural areas is often not a high priority in the overall 
development plans of countries. The greatest contribution to improving the future 
employment and livelihood prospects of disadvantaged children and youth in rural 
areas, as in urban areas, is to make sure that they stay in school and become at least 
functionally literate and numerate. Expanding quality education opportunities for girls 
is another priority. 

Village level studies have shown a spectrum of temporary migration including 
seasonal migration, circular migration and commuting. They are all forms of short-
term migration. Migration in search of work is an essential and important feature of 
both rural transformation and accelerating urbanisation. Orderly, migration with well-
considered policy measures and planned action at both the sending and major positive 
force in reduction of poverty and rural transformation. These measures relate to 
building the human and personal capital assets – appropriate and effective education 
and training for new opportunities for gainful work both in the rural areas and outside 
within the country and abroad – and appropriate integrated development planning with 
a territorial perspective that links rural, peri-urban, and urban areas and smaller and 
larger hubs of growth. India’s efforts to achieve food security, combating poverty and 
expanding gainful employment in rural areas have generated experience and lessons 
which point to priorities in intervention strategies for the government at different levels 
and other actors including communities, NGOs and the private sector. The 
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interventions must include components of skills and capacity building, knowledge and 
technology, and changes in institutional and management mechanisms. 

 
 

8. Conclusion 
There is a difference between city and village student not in terms of brain or 
development but their initial environment, skills, learning ability, availability of 
infrastructure, and access to different facilities. All of these must be considered while 
making the curricula which should not be different but how it is going to be taught 
would make the difference. Encourage the genuine rural students who are interested in 
education and make them competent. There are many examples of success in rural 
education in India like the Barefoot College, 8 Day Academy and Gurukul School in 
Bihar. These are innovative and successful examples of schools running in rural India. 
It is time to replicate such efforts as our country and its rural population is very vast 
which means one of two stories of these kinds won’t make any difference. Instead of 
this large number of such schools are required in rural India. It is also absolutely 
mandatory to evaluate the success of the schools and students at each and every level. 
Timely assessment will throw light on present problems and achievements. Let us try 
to build a solution around these problems which will resolve the overall issues of rural 
education in India.  

 


