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Abstract 
 
“A breathtaking, transdisciplinary account of the possible future of 
sustainable development in a global world with an emphasis on far-
reaching government actions to promote the needed transformations. 
At a moment when it is hard to see a positive way forward, this work 
gives me hope!” -Stanley N. Katz, Director, Center for Arts and 
Cultural Policy Studies, Princeton University 
The phenomenon of globalization has captured world attention in 
various ways. The tremendous change in the countries caused erosion 
of environmental quality to a large extent. Hence the concept of 
sustainable development has gained importance since Rio Declaration. 
The central purpose of it is to create an enabling environment in which 
all human beings lead secure and creative lives. Perhaps the greatest 
controversy in the world today is how to make sense out of the two 
dominant global objectives ushering the globe into the new 
millennium: sustainable development and globalization. This paper 
focuses on the adverse effect of globalization on environment, and the 
need for sustainable development of environment with the industrial 
growth. The aim of this paper is to discuss the issues facing Africa, and 
indeed, other developing nations in a globalised economy. The paper 
has a simple point to make: the major challenge facing African 
technocrats and policy makers today is how to strike the right balance 
between the demands of sustainable development and the goals of 
globalization. It recommends seven policy measures with which 
African nations can protect themselves from the pangs of 
unsustainability while benefiting from the promises of globalization. 
This paper argues that central to this initiative is the need for 
international cooperation. The study is mainly based on theo-retical 
and conceptual arguments which explore the multifaceted relationship 
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between globalization and sustainable development (the core objective 
of the paper).  
 
 

1. Introduction 
Globalization is mechanism of growth and innovation in market. It tends to enhance 
the use of resources with every country specializing in the production of goods for 
which it is best suited according to natural and human resource intuitions. It leads to an 
increase in productivity, competitiveness, growth of nations and reduction of costs but 
the economic expansion in the last century had alarming consequences for global 
environment. The new economic policies and structural adjustment programme often 
predict environmental impact without accuracy because of the complex interplay of 
various economic, social, political and ecological factors. 

This will led a negative impact on the environment. The overuse of natural 
resources due to increased demand and also the removal of ecosystems due to 
population growth have had a large negative impact on the environment. Hence the 
concept of sustainable development originated for the first time, which refers to a 
mode of human development in which resource aims to meet human needs while 
ensuring the sustainability of natural system and the environment, so that these needs 
can be met not only in the present, but also for generations to come, which leads to 
Sustainable human development. 

 
 

2. Sustainable Development  
"Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs."— from the World Commission on 
Environment and Development’s 

The term “Sustainable Development” is well recognized today. Although its 
meaning and implication are currently contested in theory and practice, its general 
meaning is widely understood. The term became popular after the 1987 publication of 
Our Common Future, also known as the Brundtland Report, by the World Commission 
on Environment and Development (WCED, 1987). This concept was first given 
prominence at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) in Rio in 1992, Substantially it widens the scope of the global problem. 
Sustainable development also highlighted the links between globalization, planet-wide 
risks and share responsibilities that created a need for action by international 
community. 

The aim of sustainable development is to balance our economic, environmental and 
social needs, allowing prosperity for now and future generations. It consists of a long-
term, integrated approach to developing and achieving a healthy community by jointly 
addressing economic, environmental and social issues. Thus, it is a desired direction of 
change and provides a framework to decide developmental actions by nation’s 
communities and individuals. Conceptually, sustainable development can be conceived 
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of as integrating three ‘pillars’; namely- International Environmental Law, 
International Human Rights Law and International Economic Law. The integrated 
structure of sustainable development is such that it requires support from each of the 
pillars. 

 
 

3. Globalization  
Globalization can be termed as a process in which business decisions, production 
processes, and market gradually exhibit more “international” characteristics and less 
“national” ones. Globalization implies a wide range of underlying structural reforms. 
Globalization is a broader concept which contributes to economic growth. Population 
change, natural resource, endowments, and cultural traditions are the other important 
drivers of growth. Technology change is also important. Globalization is considered as 
an important element in the reform package and has its parameters: Permitting free 
flow of goods by reducing or removing trade barriers between the countries; Creation 
of an environment for free flow of capital and technology between the countries; and 
From the point of view of developing country, creation of an environment in which 
free movement of labour can take place in different countries of the world. In response 
to trade and foreign investment the opportunity resulting from globalization, have 
embarked on the liberalization of a large and growing number of developing countries 
including India in their trade and foreign investment regimes, as well as the adaptation 
of their domestic economic structures and straightening of their export capacity. To 
participate in the global economy, African nations are supposed to open up barriers to 
foreign investment, reduce corporate regulations and taxes, as well as other 
disincentives to vibrant economic activities. 

 
 

4. Effect of Globalization on Environment 
Globalization is altering the global environment. Some perceive the net ecological 
impact of Globalization as positive, as a force of progress and better lives. It fosters 
economic growth and cooperative institutions, both necessary in the long run to 
manage the global environment. Others see the net impact as negative, as a force 
sinking the globe into a bog of ecological decay. It is accelerating the destructive 
process of too many people consuming too many natural resources without any 
concern for equality or justice. Both the pro- and anti-globalization camps present 
persuasive data and arguments. Globalization involves multiple and complex sets of 
overlapping processes. Inevitably, there will be manifold and at times cross-cutting 
effects on the global environment. In spite of the potential of globalization to economic 
convergence it paved for an increase in inequality resulting in increased environmental 
impacts such as climate change, protection of the ozone layer, biodiversity and 
desertification. However, a new body of international economic law is emerging 
relating to trade and investment, whose impact on environment and human rights is 
highly questionable. Much recent writings and analysis has focused on the 
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environmental impacts of the World Trade Organization (WTO). This body, along 
with other objectives aims to imbibe sustainable development of the environment 
among the member nations.  

 
 

5. Opposing Tendencies in Africa: Globalization and Sustainable 
Development 

Perhaps the greatest controversy in the world today is how to make sense out of the 
two dominant global objectives ushering the globe into the new millennium: 
sustainable development and globalization. These two obviously desirable paradigms 
appear to have some opposing tendencies within them. Within the vortex of these two 
powerful and opposing tendencies lie African economies, with the wounds of poverty, 
civil wars, famine, overpopulation, deteriorating social conditions, increasing decay of 
institutional capacity, poor export performance, environmental degradation, debt-
burden and poorly developed human capital. The question arises; what choices and 
opportunities are available to the African economies under the changing global 
environment? What are the threats? What policy measures are required to ensure the 
effacement of the undesirable possibilities while reaping the desirable fruits of the 
evolutionary process? 

The answer to these questions must depend upon the point of view one adopts, 
unrestrained economic growth versus sustainable development. Since the sustainable 
development should remain the overarching societal focal point, to analyze the impact 
of globalization on the various ramifications of sustainable development and to suggest 
the policy measures for addressing the issues raised. 

 
5.1 Policy Implications  
This paper presents seven interrelated policies to ensure the sustainability of African 
nations in a global economy. The policies reflect the position on globalization, which 
is that every society should consider any aspect of globalization side by side with their 
own economic realities and circumstance: there is no standard foolproof model for 
every society. While globalization opens a door of new economic opportunities for 
developing and transitional economies, it does appear to have some costs as well. The 
challenges for African policy-makers remain how to balance the benefits against the 
costs in such a way that they come out better off and without compromising the 
principles of sustainability. The following policy measures might have a role to play in 
this regard. 

 Modify the national income accounting system 
 Modify the tax system 
 Promote efficiency of natural resource use and reinvest proceeds 
 Invest in human capital 
 Coalesce into a more integrated economic bloc 
 Democracy and enhancement of social capital 
 Reject unrestrained global economic integration 
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6. Conclusion 
In conclusion, globalization presents both risks and opportunities for African nations. 
Most importantly, the risk that globalization is going to expedite the rate of the 
ecologically unsustainable growth in Africa. Recent evidence shows that the sinking 
will start from natural resource dependent economies such as Africa. Africa presently 
has a new opportunity to reposition itself in the world economic equation. To do this, 
they have to reject all the textbook frameworks for development as handed down by 
western powers and their agent institutions in favor of a home grown development 
strategy that focuses on their specific realities. To be globally competitive in a 
globalizing world African nations must recognize the contributions of natural capital to 
their economy and make offsetting re-investments; train their local labor force; ensure 
that local companies are, to a larger extent, owned by the local people and managed by 
competent hands; ensure that profits are re-invested at home rather than expatriated; 
innovations in technology should be vigorously developed in the country rather than 
imported. 
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